
 



Lately I have felt that the Kabbalah has been severely mis-represented and 

its importance extremely underscored. I am not referring to Qabbalah but 

"Kabbalah" and specifically the Zohar. 

 

I have had opportunity of late to do much comparison of historical 

documents facilitated by modern research. 

 

I have read many arguments on 'suspected' origins of the Golden Dawn, and 

find these generally slanted with much conjecture and very little 

documentation. 

 

Well, there is much more information available today, and much of it can 

actually be validated with a fair degree of historical accuracy. 

 

Rabbi Chaim Schmuel Falk arrived in London from Poland in 1740. He was 

widely known as a Master of Divine Names, and one skilled in Alchemical 

transmutation. He was a generous supporter of the Synagogue. In fact 

several congregations receive a continual endowment from this great and 

most Holy individual. 

 

Rabbi Falk had been harassed by the pitifully hateful Rabbi Jacob Emden, 

may his memory and name be forever condemned, and forced to leave the 

continent over accusations of belonging to the Sect of the Ma’aminim, as 

well as his legendary Theurgic activities. 

 

Rabbi Falk was certainly in touch with members of the sect since another 

extremely notorious Sabbatian Baal Shem, David of Podjayce actually 

lodged at the good Rabbi’s home while in London. To further clarify that he 

had some degree of involvement, Falk's relationship with Lord Jacob Frank 

is also noted in a meeting of the Philalethes in Paris as well. 

 

Rabbi Falk was involved in Masonic Rites of a somewhat secretive nature 

and was personally sought out by the Grand Orient who had heard tales of 

his abilities. 

 

He was considered by Joseph Balsamo as his Unknown Superior and the 

Grand Cophta of the Egyptian Rite. In fact it was widely known that 

Cagliostro was Falk’s emissary. This also gives some credence to the 

possible Marrano background of Mr. Balsamo as well. Considering that 

Willermoz indicated that Pasqually had some involvement with Falk’s 



Theurgic methods. And modern research has also verified Pasqually’s 

Marrano heritage. We also know that the Gnostic Philospher Baader, a direct 

student of Pasqually, was the Philosophy instructor of Franz Joseph Molitor, 

the Historian of the Asiatic Bethren, and the greatest Christian student of 

Kabbalah that ever lived. Now, we also know that Lord Frank’s nephew, 

Moshe Dobruska aka Thomas Von Schoenfeld aka Junius Frey, the hand-

picked replacement for Lord Frank was involved in developing the Asiatic 

and Fratres Lucis Rituals with Rabbi Falk, and Ephraim Joseph Hirschfeld 

(another Frankist that resided at Offenbach). Hirschfeld and Dobruska also 

visited and corresponded with St Martin, whom they visited just before 

Dobruska headed to Paris and was beheaded. These were also the driving 

forces behind the Aurora Nascent/Morganrothe Lodge as well...  

 

Of much interest in these regards are the Rainsford manuscripts in the 

British Museum. 

 

When Rainsford was serving in Algiers he discovered that Falk had 

magickally assisted the Algerian Jews in their struggles against Spain. He 

also wrote: 

 

“I have found some rather curious MSS. in Algiers in Hebrew relating to the 

Society of the Rosicrucians, which exists at the present under another name 

with same forms. I hope moreover to be admitted to their true knowledge.” 

 

What is even more interesting is that he hoped to begin a branch of the Order 

of the Asiatic Brethren with Rabbi Falk upon his return to London. And that 

this enterprise was interrupted by Falk's death. 

 

The first thing I would like to discuss is Rabbi Falk, and the circles around 

Bacstrom, Sibley, and most particularly Rainsford. 

 

There is a lot more information available today and I have been sitting on 

quite a bit for a while. I personally believe if folks begin examining the 

documented information quite a bit of conjecture can be done away with. 

 

I find Chayim Schmuel Falk to be the missing piece in the bigger picture of 

things. Not to mention the all to frequent hints by Westcott et al... who 

specifically mentions the ARIZAL, Shabtai Tzvi – the Messiah, and Rabbi 

Falk... 

 



“The greatest of the wonder-working Rabbis were Isaac Loria, also called 

Ari; and Sabatai Zevi, who curiously enough became a Mahommedan. Both 

of these departments of Occult Rabbinic lore have their living 

representatives, chiefly scattered individuals; very rarely groups of initiates 

are found. In Central Europe, parts of Russia, Austria and Poland there are 

even now Jews, known as Wonderworking Rabbis, who can do strange 

things they attribute to the Kabalah, and things very difficult to explain have 

been seen in England, at the hands of students of Kabalistic rites and 

talismans.” 

“... a certain eminent Jew named Falk, or Dr. Falcon, lived in London (a 

reference to whom will be found in the "Encyclopaedia of Freemasonry" by 

Kenneth Mackenzie) and was of high repute as a teacher of the kabalah and 

of other studies of a Rosicrucian character; he was indeed said to have 

magical powers... Mackenzie classes Dr. Falk among the Rosicrucians of 

eminence, and certainly told me he had first hand evidence of his connection 

with the Society; many Christian students adopted a modification of the old 

Jewish kabalah, so perhaps some Jews have been allied to the Christian 

Rosicrucians.” 

Now, Bacstrom was definitely initiated into a type of RC Order and Initiated 

others as well. Since the Bacstrom materials are largely GuRC... and he was 

in a circle with Sibley and Rainsford... we can see a how a blending of 

materials might have come about. Rainsford immediately noted the RC 

strand even in the Hebrew documents.  

 

Considering the papers and statements of the Hockley, Irwin, Holland 

group(s), we at least see a possibility for the type of materials that wound up 

in the GD. I will also state that since the base of GuRC is really Welling, and 

the Asiatics/Fratres Lucis used a similar paradigm... what is less commonly 

known is that all 3 based most of the material (even Welling the Anti-

Semite) on the Zohar... just like the GD... 

 

Enough for now... 

 

Curious if people are aware of these things? 

 

I would also point out the many volumes on the Druze in Rainsford's work... 

this should verify a definite Sabbatian line of thought to those with eyes to 

see... 



 

Now, if one considers the materials that found their way to the Souths, Mr 

Hockley, etc... and the West England Irwin Circle is taken into 

consideration... 
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